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CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on
the third Thursday of each
month from
September through May in the
South Fellowship Hall at the
Ladue Chapel.
Morning monthly meetings
begin at 9:30 am.
Evening monthly meetings
begin at 6:30 pm.
Summer meetings are informal
stitch-ins and are held on a
Saturday each month from
June through August.

.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, January 18
ANG Meeting
Morning & Evening Meeting
Board Meeting following
morning meeting
Thursday, February 15
ANG meeting
Morning & Evening Meeting

President’s Letter, January 2018
Hi members,
We are now mid-way through the 2017-2018 year for the Gateway Chapter of
ANG. We had a busy start to this year with the beginning of our year-long
project, Patterns and Posies by ANG Master Teacher, Joan Thomasson. We
also had a stitch-in at The Needlepoint Clubhouse. Thank you to Megan
Holmes for allowing us to stitch in her shop. With the New Year starting, we
have more educational and fun activities planned for 2018.
What’s Happening Next?
Our Thursday, January 18 meetings will include stitching instructions by Linda
Lesh for the project patterns 4 and 5. These sections feature a Broken
Byzantine stitch and a complex stitch with diamonds and “snowflakes”. Hope
you are keeping up with this project as the incentives for finishing each pattern
will continue to be distributed by Eileen Chalk, Program chair.
Be sure to mark Sunday, April 29 in your calendar for an ANG teacher-taught
pilot class at The Needlepoint Clubhouse. Registration will begin soon and the
project is a five-point patriotic star taught by an ANG teacher, Michele
Roberts. We are very excited to have Michele back in St. Louis and look
forward to working on her design. This newsletter contains additional details
about the project.
Two other activities to look forward to are a stitch-in session at Sign of the
Arrow and an end-of-the-year luncheon. More details will be available in later
editions of our newsletter about these two activities. You can reserve your
place at that time.
What’s Happening Now?
As a member, your January/February Needle Pointers magazine should have
arrived in the mail. The magazines focus on the rewards presented at the
recent 2017 Anaheim Exhibit and the projects being offered for your
enjoyment at the upcoming planned August 2018 Washington seminar.

Continued on page 2
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President’s Letter Continued from Page 1
Check out the inspiring projects in both magazines. It is exciting to know that a lot of
members join the seminars and are keeping the art of needlepoint alive for our next
generations.
Thank you for reading our newsletters. Judy Lewis works tirelessly to keep us informed
about all of our chapter activities. Be sure to see the inspiring pictures from Show-n-Tell
and UFOs (unfinished objects).
We hope to see you at our meetings! Hopefully the bitter cold will pass soon! Please
consider bringing a friend and expanding needlepoint awareness.
Janice

PROGRAM INFORMATION 2017-2018

Patterns and Posies Month-to-Month Class Segments for the Year
January 2018
Linda Lesh will teach patterns 4 & 5, featuring a
Broken Byzantine stitch and a complex pattern of
diamonds and “snowflakes”. Hope you are keeping
up with this project as the incentives continue

April 2018
Julie Cook will take the reins from Ellen and dissect
patterns 9 & 10. Two more complex stitches with a
scotch variation. Color, color and more color!

February 2018
Eileen Chalk will demo patterns 6 & 8. Patterns 6
& 8 are both complex patterns of mosaic, star and
straight stitches. Keep your eye on the prize!

May 2018
Eileen Chalk and Kathy Scioneaux will introduce the
final pattern 11, the center flower.

March 2018
Ellen Ippolito will take over and illustrate pattern
7. The overdyed and gold fibers are wonderful in
this section. Your incentive waits!

Summer 2018
Finish all patterns and receive the final incentive gift
for the stitching project.
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BRING A PROJECT, SHARE A STORY
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MEMBERSHIP NOTICE
These Life Members will owe LOCAL DUES of $22 on January
Jane Cornue
Jean Dennis
Anne Carol Goldberg Michele Roberts
The following members owe LOCAL DUES of $22 as of February 1, 2018
Eileen Chalk
Maureen Clever
Nancy Hanon
Debbie Jacobson
Barb Smith
Charlene Wall Lisa Weiss
Checks should be made out to Gateway Chapter ANG. Please send me your checks as soon as possible.
Checks can be sent to:
Kathy Scioneaux, 18613 Windy Hollow Lane, Wildwood, MO 63069.
Additionally, please make sure that your national membership is current. You cannot be a member of the
local chapter if you do not belong to the National ANG organization. Except for your initial membership
payment, National ANG dues are paid directly to National Headquarters. You should receive a notice from
them shortly before that payment is due.

Birthday
In a BAG

I am happy to share with you that the people at Circle of Concern were thrilled with the birthday bags! I think
they were almost overwhelmed with the number of bags (perhaps next time we should cut the number in half),
and they were very grateful. They commented on how nice it was to have the “Happy Birthday” on the bags, and
really liked the few canvas (reusable) bags. They thanked us multiple times. It gave me a good feeling after
seeing them be so excited (and it wasn’t even our contact that was there!).
In terms of costs, we covered our costs for this time and for most of the canvas bags for next time (I ordered 30
bags that did not arrive until after we filled the bags. But, I will hold onto them until we decide to do it again.
Thanks also to Judy for bringing the ribbon and tissue paper so that all the bags looked so festive! And, of
course, thanks to everyone who stuffed bags and/or carried materials for me.
Vicki
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The Inception
Anniversaries and birthdays are all important dates in each of our lives, most often celebrated with
family and friends. March 8, 1987 is a significant date that we all share, the first organizational
meeting for the Gateway Chapter of the American Needlepoint Guild, held at the home of
Ruthmary Rardin. Fifteen members had to register before a Chapter could be granted and it was
noted that they had a number of members at large and as a result were able to qualify for being a
Chapter. At that inception, explanations of membership and duties of officers were made by
following the bylaws suggested by National ANG.
Perhaps someone on that first Board is someone you know, maybe a neighbor, or a friend or
relative.
- President, Ruthmary Rardin
- V.P. Programs, Robin Lowy
- Treasurer, Sandy Book
- Member-at-Large, Jean Shannon

Meetings were held the second Monday of each month in someone’s home and dues were $35.00
per year, $20.00 for National and $15.00 for the local chapter. Later that year the date changed to
the fourth Monday of the month and in September of 1987 the meeting place was changed to the
Jewish Community Center.
The April meeting that first year was held at the home of Viola LaMothe, starting at 10:00 AM with
a promise “to get you out by noon unless you wish to stay longer.” The program was “Something
Old and Something New”, a hand on discussion about threads, some old and some new. I wonder
which threads were new and just coming onto the market in 1987? The National Seminar in 1987
was held in New Orleans.
It was a slow start for the Gateway Chapter but by word of mouth and the local needlepoint shops,
membership slowly increased. Many members wore many different hats, but as the guild
grew…little by little… we were able to survive. Notes indicate that the Membership chairperson,
Pegi Crocker was a big help in recruitment. I wonder where Pegi is today. In January 1989 the
meeting place was changed to the Thornhill Branch Library. Over subsequent years the meeting
location changed several times before landing at our current home, the Ladue Chapel.
Locations for meetings, membership, meeting agendas, new stitches and techniques, along with
new threads in beautiful hues continue to change through the years. The art of needlepoint
continues, through all of us, as we carry on what others started over thirty years ago.
Information collected from notes in our Chapter Archives
by
Mickey Knutson.
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Save the Date – For Michele Roberts Pilot Class
The 2018 ANG National Seminar is being held in Washington, D.C. Many of us would like to be able
to attend, but for one reason or another, we can’t. Well, how would you like to attend a Seminar class
right here in St. Louis for only the price of a kit? And besides that, the class project was designed and
will be taught by a member of our own Chapter – Michele Roberts from Houston, Texas. If you are
interested, be sure to save the date – Sunday, April 29, 2017.
Michele is “piloting” all of her classes before they are taught at Seminar to help identify any necessary
changes or enhancements. She is traveling to St. Louis in order to present one of her ANG classes
for our assistance in preparing for the Seminar. The name of the class is Patriotic Treetop Star in Five
Easy Pieces. The proficiency level for this class is designated as “All” and the design size is
8”x8”x1//2”. It is on #18 white interlock canvas. Each point of the star is on a separate piece of
canvas. Because of this, compensation can be avoided and the five pieces will be stitched together.
The entire assembly is stitched with metallic ribbons and a special oblique slanted satin stitch. In
other words, you will be taught how to assemble and finish your stitched piece.
If you are unfamiliar with pilot classes, there’s no teaching fee for a pilot class because students will
be getting a “rough draft” and this also means students must be present the entire class time. Michele
cannot allow “ghosts” or people who just don’t show up or leave early. Also, pilot student feedback
and changes are essential to refining a class and making it better. Pilot students may actually be able
to have the piece finished while the seminar classroom is still working on it.
The cost of taking this class is $92.00/person, which is the cost of the kit. The Chapter will pick up
any other costs. Because Michele will also be teaching a pilot class to the local EGA Chapter, we will
be splitting the cost of her airfare with them, another substantial savings.
The class will be taught at The Needlepoint Clubhouse. Megan Holmes has graciously offered the
use of her shop for our class. This is a great opportunity to experience a Seminar class without paying
for airfare, hotel, and stitching fees.

Continued on next page
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The following is a detailed description from the ANG seminar information:
Patriotic Treetop Star in Five Easy Pieces
Michele Roberts
12318 Thursday, August 23, 2018
How about a jeweled red white and blue star for a display of patriotic ornaments? A perfectly shaped
five-pointed star is an engineering project: nothing is at a standard angle - everything is 72 degrees or
36 degrees (and that is not the way needlepoint stitches work without extensive stitch compensation).
There is an easy way: avoid compensation and stitch together five separate pieces, similar to quilting.
The entire assembly is stitched with metallic ribbons and a special oblique slanted satin stitch. Starshaped aurora borealis crystals are added.
Proficiency Level: All
Design Size: 8” x 8 ½”
Kit Costs/Contents: $92; five pieces of #18 white interlock canvas, Kreinik and YLI metallic ribbons,
couching thread, beading thread, nylon filament, Swarovski star-shaped crystals, needles, bound
booklet, plus practice canvas and practice threads.
To reiterate, the Michele Roberts pilot class will be held on April 29 at The Needlepoint Clubhouse
and the cost for students is $92.00. To enroll or if you have questions contact Donna Beaman at 314346-8923 or at d_beaman@hotmail.com. Enrollment is limited to 24 students, and payment must be
made by the end of March so we can inform Michele of the final number of students. Checks should
be made payable to “Gateway Chapter – ANG.”
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Sign of the Arrow News
We hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and are ready to hunker down this winter
with lots of needlepoint canvases to stitch!
Trunk Shows – as always 20% off retail
January – Kate Dickerson’s bright and cheerful colors will help us fight the winter blues.
February – Magic Needle has great art reproductions and beautiful Judaica needlepoint.
March – Lani describes her painting as unusual and sophisticated.
Classes
Wed, March 14th - Jan Rogers will be teaching a Melissa Shirley designed cuff with lots of
new beading and stitch techniques.
Thurs, March 15th – Jan Rogers will be teaching Amanda Lawford’s Bumblebee canvas
where you will learn stump work and the art of making organza wings.
The needlepoint market is at the end of January so be sure to stop in to see all of our new
items!
See you all soon,
Julie and Randi
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GATEWAY CHAPTER OFFICERS–BOARD
President
Janice Marsh
(636)394-1134
president@gatewayang.org
1st Vice President-Programs
Eileen Chalk
(636) 390-2001
programs@gatewayang.org

2nd Vice President-Membership
Kathy Scioneaux
(314) 504-8784
membership@gatewayang.org

Secretary
Mickey Knutson
secretary@gatewayang.org

Treasurer
Donna Hinden
(314) 567-7242
treasurer@gatewayang.org

Newsletter
Judy Lewis
(314) 402-3197
newsletter@gatewayang.org

Fundraising-Co-Chair
Kathryn Nagy
(314) 477-8499
ways_means@gatewayang.org

Fundraising –Co-Chair
Stephanie Hornsby
(314) 422-1248
ways_means@gatewayang.org

Public Relations
Donna Beaman
(314) 346-8923
public-relations@gatewayang.org

Sunshine
Ellen Ippolito
(636) 561-0132
sunshine @ gatewayang.org

Philanthropy
Vicki Sauter
(314) 878-3079
philanthropy@ gatewayang.org

GATEWAY CHAPTER OFFICERS–COMMITTEE
Workshops
Donna Beaman
(314) 346-8923
workshops@ gatewayang.org

Webmaster
Janice Marsh
(636) 394-1134
webmaster@ gatewayang.org

NEWSLETTER
Needlenotes is published six (6) times a year–September, November, January, March, May, and July. The deadline for copy submission is the third
Wednesday of the preceding month of the publication. Submit copy to Judy Lewis, Newsletter. (See phone number and email address above.)
ADVERTISING RATES
Advertising rates apply to one year of Needlenotes publication of six (6) issues. Rates are $30 for business card, $60 for ¼ page, and $80 for a ½ page.
Submit camera-ready art to the same email address as the newsletter copy listed above.
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