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CHAPTER MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on
the third Thursday of each
month from September through
May in the South Fellowship
Hall at the Ladue Chapel.
Morning monthly meetings
begin at 9:30 am.
Evening monthly meetings
begin at 6:30 pm.
Summer meetings are informal
stitch-ins and are held on a
Saturday each month from
June through August.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, March 15
Morning & Evening Meeting
Board Meeting 1 p.m.
Thursday, April 19
Morning & Evening Meeting
Sunday, April 22
Retreat: Sign of the Arrow
Sunday, April 29
Michele Roberts Pilot Class
The Needlepoint Clubhouse

Needlenotes

President’s Letter, March 2018
Hi members,
It is finally March, and hopefully, the frigid ups and downs of our St. Louis
weather is behind us. I am looking forward to the warm winds of March, but
knowing if the cold does stretch through March and April, it is OK, as it will
just give me more time for stitching. I hope you are finding time to stitch also.
Like some of our other members in our chapter, I am continuing to stitch on
the chapter year-long project, Patterns and Posies. It has been very
enjoyable to see the patterns reveal with such lovely color arrays. Several of
the stitchers working on this project have changed a couple or more of their
colors and still each pattern is very delightful and appealing. It has been a
fun experience to share the project progress with other fellow stitchers and
the incentive awards crafted by Programs Chair, Eileen Chalk and
Membership Chair, Kathy Scioneaux have given us all the motivation to keep
up! Thank you, Eileen and Kathy, for your pursuit of this project and thanks
also to all of your supplementary teachers, Donna Beaman, Linda Lesh, Ellen
Ippolito and Julie Cook, for keeping us on track in the quest.
What’s Happening in March
There are eight elected positions in our chapter and every year four of these
positions open for nominations. The nominating committee is tasked with
filling these open positions; 1st Vice President-Programs, Newsletter Editor,
Public Relations, and Treasurer. Currently, there is a nominee for Public
Relations, so now there are only three open positions. The nominating
committee has recently been contacting every one of our members to discuss
these open volunteer opportunities, do a quick check of favorite projects, ask
what members like about the chapter and ask what members hope to see
included in our upcoming chapter activities. Please consider sharing all of
your suggestions or ideas and consider volunteering for one of the open
positions. Grab a friend or a member and make it a partnership role.
Check this newsletter for additional details about our open positions.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
What’s Happening in April?
Sunday, April 22 is our stitch-in session at Sign of the Arrow. It is just a big stitch-fest of your own projects and
a time to visit and eat snacks!! The cost is $15.00. Then the next Sunday, April 29, is the five-point patriotic
star pilot project by ANG teacher, Michele Roberts, at The Needlepoint Clubhouse. The cost is $92.00 Check
this newsletter for additional details about both of these upcoming events and join us.
Board Meeting in March
Our last chapter board meeting is Thursday, March 15, at 1:00 pm. It will follow our March member meeting
and all of our chapter members are welcome to bring a sack lunch and stay for the board meeting. Our
chapter board meetings are open to all of our members, not just limited to the elected officers. Please plan to
join us at the morning or evening meeting and put the Board Meeting on your calendar, too.
We hope to see you at our meetings! Please consider bringing a friend and expanding needlepoint
awareness.
Janice

MEMBERSHIP NOTICE
The following members owe LOCAL DUEs of $22 as of February 1, 2018
Maureen Clever
Charlene Wall
The following members owe LOCAL DUES of $22 as of April 1, 2018
Linda Aboussie
Randi Hanpeter
Judy Lewis
Becky Magruder
Janice Marsh
Carol Parsonage
Checks should be made out to Gateway Chapter ANG. Please send me your checks as soon as possible. Checks can
be sent to:
Kathy Scioneaux, 18613 Windy Hollow Lane, Wildwood, MO 63069.
Additionally, please make sure that your national membership is current. You cannot be a member of the local
chapter if you do not belong to the National ANG organization. Except for your initial membership payment, National
ANG dues are paid directly to National Headquarters. You should receive a notice from them shortly before that
payment is due.
If you need any assistance with any membership matters, please feel free to contact me at 314-504-8784, or
cnos2003@yahoo.com.
Kathy Scioneaux
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PROGRAM INFORMATION 2017-2018

Patterns and Posies Month-to-Month Class Segments for the Year
March 2018

April 2018

Ellen Ippolito will take over and illustrate
pattern 7. The overdyed and gold fibers are
wonderful in this section. Your incentive waits!

Julie Cook will take the reins from Ellen and
dissect patterns 9 & 10. Two more complex
stitches with a scotch variation. Color, color and
more color!

May 2018

Summer 2018

Eileen Chalk and Kathy Scioneaux introduce the
final pattern 11, the center flower.

Finish all patterns and receive the final incentive
gift for the stitching project.

It is not your Grandmother’s style
of needlepointing any more.
Donna Beaman shared magazine
articles featuring the art of
needlepoint, which seems to be
appealing to younger stitchers:
“HouseBeautiful”, issue February
2018, pg. 96 and “Better Homes &
Gardens,” issue January 2016,
pages. 6 and 8.
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BRING A PROJECT, SHARE A STORY
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Fundraising News!!!
Coming to the March meeting ~ a selection of items that will make your needlepoint
hobby even more fun!
Project binders (complete with dividers and sheet protectors), photo boxes (that can
also be used to hold bead mats), snap boxes, small project bags, tote bags and
magnet/ort holders ~ all emblazoned with our Gateway ANG logo!
Bring your checkbook!

JULY LIBRARY DISPLAY
The Chapter has a July Library Display
scheduled at the St. Louis Main Library
Branch on Lindbergh for the month of
July. This is a great way to educate
people about our beloved pastime and
to possibly attract new Chapter
members. The theme of this display is
Patriotic/Summer. Members are asked
to look through their stitched and
finished items for those that bring to
mind summer, and/or the 4th of July.
These items will be placed in two glass
cabinets in the south lobby area of the
library and will be on display for the
month of July. Items can be brought to
the May Chapter meeting or to the
Spring Luncheon, or you may contact
Donna Beaman at 314-346-8923 or
d_beaman@hotmail.com to arrange for
Donna to pick them up. They will be
available for return the first week of
August – once again, contact Donna for
arrangements, or they may be picked up
at the September Chapter meeting

Me: Should I buy this canvas?
Wallet says: UH, NO
Stash says: Hell NO
Me: Can I please get that on

Bars and with threads?
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE
Looking to the future, to keep our Chapter functioning as an educational group, we
must remind ourselves that we are strictly a volunteer organization.
The Gateway Chapter of the American Needlepoint Guild has been in existence for thirty-one years and I would
estimate that in the past 31 years we have had a minimum of 75 volunteers contributing their time and talents to
make and keep our Chapter a viable organization. Our membership is made up of a variety of women
representing a divergent background of professional careers and experiences. Some of us are retired from our
careers and many are still practicing their professions; we all have very busy and full lives with experiences and
knowledge to share with others. And we all share one common denominator … we LOVE to needlepoint and
enjoy learning new needlepoint techniques and meeting new people who share our enjoyment of this fine art.
Volunteers are currently needed for three (3) positions on the Gateway Chapter Board. The three open positions
will start in May 2018 and are two-year terms. Open positions are 1st Vice President in charge of Programs,
Treasurer, and Newsletter Editor. Programs and Newsletter positions can be shared if there are members who
would like to split responsibilities.
Perhaps you have been a bookkeeper or an accountant or perhaps you just enjoy working with numbers and are
good at balancing your checkbook. Maybe you love to write and have great organizational skills, or perhaps you
love teaching and have some new needlepoint ideas you have been wanting to share with this group. Think
about your talents and the things you enjoy doing and perhaps one of our open positions is just what you have
been looking for in an effort to share your ideas and expertise.
A Nominating Committee has been setup to find volunteers for the three positions mentioned above. The
nominating committee includes three members of our chapter, Jan Poneta, Hanna Evens and Mickey Knutson.
These committee members have volunteered to create a slate for the open positions and will be calling on all
Chapter members to discuss individual talents and visions for our organization. You can expect a call from
them soon and please ask any questions you have about our Board and the open positions.
This Nominating Committee and all current Board Members would be happy to discuss responsibilities and
answer any questions candidates may have regarding the open positions and the day-to-day activities of the
Gateway Chapter of the American Needlepoint Guild (ANG).
Mickey Knutson
Secretary/Nominating Committee
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GATEWAY CHAPTER - ANG
Board Positions
To Be Filled in 2018
Below is a brief outline of each open position.
General:
• All elected officers are voting members of the Board of Directors
• All elected officers required to attend a majority of scheduled Board meetings and monthly chapter
meetings
• Support all ANG policies and ensure that the Gateway Chapter maintains a good standing as a chapter
of ANG
1st Vice President (Programs): Current 1st Vice President is Eileen Chalk
• Chairman of the Program Committee and assumes President’s duties in the absence of the President.
• Present a proposal of the years’ programs to the Board for approval
• Provide Public Relations a list of approved programs for publication of the annual Chapter brochure
• Coordinate the leaders for each month’s activity
• Partner with the Workshop Committee to organize an annual workshop by a guest teacher
Treasurer: Current Treasurer is Donna Hinden
• Maintain the Chapter financial records electronically
• Keep a full and accurate account of receipts and expenditures
• Reserve room for all Chapter meetings and pay the rent
• Present a financial report at every Chapter and Board Meeting, detailing receipts and expenditures for
previous month along with the current bank balance
• Prepare annual budget, working with input from board members
• Prepare annual report for Board approval and publication in NeedleNotes
• Keep all financial records up to date in preparation for audits
Newsletter: Current Editor of our NeedleNotes Newsletter is Judy Lewis
• Prepare and distribute NeedleNotes, the Chapter newsletter, at least 6 times per year
• Solicit and bill advertisers for NeedleNotes
• Follow Chapter advertising rates as outlined in Standing Rules
• Send advertisers a complimentary copy of each newsletter during the year they advertise
• Retain a copy of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised and serve as parliamentarian
Note: Janice Marsh is currently working on creating a new electronic format for NeedleNotes
Specific and detailed information, regarding responsibilities of the three open positions, is available on our
Gateway Chapter web site, www.gatewayang.org
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Pilot Class Update
With

Michele Roberts

Plans for the Michele Roberts Pilot Class, the Patriotic Treetop Star in Five Easy Pieces, are on-going. There are currently
12 members signed up to take the class, but there are still openings available. The final date to sign up for the class is
March 15, which is also the date of our March meeting. All checks are also due by that date.
The cost of taking this class is $92.00/person, which is the cost of the kit. The date of the class is Sunday, April 29, and it
will be held at The Needlepoint Clubhouse from 9:30 until 4:30.
Because it is a pilot class, there are some rules that need to be followed. There will be no kits sold to non-attendees (no
ghosting). All students must be in attendance throughout the entire class – no late arrivals and no early departures. Lunch
may be brought in by attendees, but we are also planning to order lunch in (probably from The St. Louis Bread Company).
For questions or to sign up for the class, contact Donna Beaman at 314-346-8923 or d_beaman@hotmail.com.
The following is a detailed description of the class from the ANG seminar information:
Patriotic Treetop Star in Five Easy Pieces
Michele Roberts
12318 Thursday, August 23, 2018
How about a jeweled red white and blue star for a display of patriotic ornaments? A perfectly shaped five-pointed star is
an engineering project: nothing is at a standard angle - everything is 72 degrees or 36 degrees (and that is not the way
needlepoint stitches work without extensive stitch compensation). There is an easy way: avoid compensation and stitch
together five separate pieces, similar to quilting. The entire assembly is stitched with metallic ribbons and a special
oblique slanted satin stitch. Star-shaped aurora borealis crystals are added.
Proficiency Level: All
Design Size: 8” x 8” x ½”
Kit Costs/Contents: $92; five pieces of #18 white interlock canvas, Kreinik and YLI metallic ribbons, couching thread,
beading thread, nylon filament, Swarovski star-shaped crystals, needles, bound booklet, plus practice canvas and practice
threads.
A short biography of Michele follows:
Michele specializes in historical research, ecclesiastical designs, stumpwork, and goldwork. She is an EGA Graduate
Teacher, a Fiber Forum juried member, an ANG Senior Master Teacher, has RSN Certification with Distinction, and
Cities and Guilds Certification in Stumpwork. She received the NAN Lifetime Achievement Award in 2010. She has taught
and lectured at many seminars, including ANG, EGA, NAN, Callaway Gardens, National Altar Guild, and art museums;
conducted Correspondence Courses, CyberWorkshops, and Workshops by Mail; written books and articles; and won
awards in the US and the UK.
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One Strange Trip……
As some of you know I spent over 30 years in medicine, working with some of the finest surgeons and nurses
around, but that really didn’t prepare me for my medical adventure. So here it goes…
I was sitting in my favorite chair delighting in a bowl of gourmet soup from one of our fine grocers, and I started
to feel ill. It was Halloween and I had yet to have ANY candy, but the soup wasn’t sitting well… In a very short time I was
REALLY feeling ill and had to run to the bathroom. Once there it was projectile fluids from both ends. REALLY, now
where is that in the medical literature? My elbows were killing me, and I had this pain in my chest about the size of a cat
food can. I convinced myself it COULDN’T be a heart attack, really, me. No way. Although this was a pain I had never
experienced, I denied it was a heart attack. So I decided to sleep on it, absolutely sure I would feel better tomorrow.
Well tomorrow came, and I felt TERRIBLE. So I decided to go to the urgent care facility by my house - they are really
excellent. I knew all I really needed was some fluids and I’d be on my feet. They were excellent, I told the receptionist, I
had been vomiting and had diarrhea and I thought I needed some fluids, and by the way I had a tiny pain in my chest,
about the size of a cat food can. Sure enough I got right through to an exam room. What luck!
They then ran an EKG, which showed no heart attack, but not being through, they did a blood enzyme and yep,
it showed I was having a heart attack. I still didn’t believe them, but they were sure and shipped me off to my hospital
of choice. It took 4 (FOUR) paramedics to escort me to the hospital…really… did they give my weight when they called
them? Hummmm. I never thought I would be in ambulance looking out the back as a paying customer…..really… Yep, it
appeared to be true, however, once at the hospital, they had to run all the tests again. WHEW, now maybe we would be
able to disclose it wasn’t a heart attack. Nope, they also confirmed it. REALLY. In addition, they were shipping me off to
the Cardiac Cath Lab, where they removed a clot which was blocking my artery by 70% and placed a stent to keep the
artery open. That really did explain why I had been feeling so TIRED all last year…..
Now this is REALLY ADULT STUFF……geez. After the procedure, the surgeon informed me that I was one LUCKY
WOMAN! He informed me that if I had not come in when I did, I would have definitely had a STROKE and/or died!
Luckily no heart damage and with some modification, I should be better than ever! Good news for my friends, maybe
not for others…..
So here’s the moral of the story…. If you have a ‘funny’ feeling in your chest, usually something you’ve never felt
before, don’t wait. GO TO THE URGENT CARE OR EMERGENCY ROOM. It could be the difference between life and
death! Women have very different symptoms from men when it comes to heart issues….. don’t wait have it checked
out. Why risk death when you’ve got SO many needlepoint projects to finish. Besides, most of you have families who
would be lost without you. I for one am very grateful for my guardian angel, who I think put in for a raise or transfer! Be
Well!
Linda ‘heart’ Lesh
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News from the Cruise
As some of you know, every winter Mary Carol Kluesner and I go on a winter get away. We always
cruise due to Mary Carol’s connections with the cruising world (her son works for Oceania). So as usual, we fly
to Florida to spend a wonderful couple of days with her son and family prior to our trip. They are just the
cutest family and I truly cherish the time with them. We hang out and when the kids come home from school,
we sit and have a wonderful teatime with them. They share their day and MC and I just drink it in…..literally!
While her son was home, MC asked if maybe he could upgrade our room, since our room was at one
of the far ends of the ship. Really “Why not ask for the moon”, MC asked. My response was “blink, blink”. I
was just happy sailing inside the ship, no need to bother anybody…..really. Of course her son said he’d do
what he could, but don’t hold you breath, I think was his reply…..
Her son got a reply the next day, MC and I were upgraded…..to the Penthouse level. WHAT… This area
is twice the size of the previous cabins we’ve had (WHICH WERE LOVELY), has a walk in closet (which we used
every inch), a larger balcony, and by the way it COMES WITH A BUTLER! WHAT! Well, MC and I couldn’t stop
snickering….a butler….what do you do with a butler? I certainly didn’t know, I’m still hoping for a real cleaning
lady instead of my virtual one…..
Once on the boat, we met our delightful butler – dressed in his morning tails, white shirt, vest and
stripped tie – his name was Rosario. He is from India, with a delightful accent and a professional attitude to
serve. What a blessing. Once we figured out what we did with a butler, we are now hard pressed how to live
without him….. I have a feeling if the trip were any longer, Rosario could have been a permanent part of the
Kluesner clan.
Our trip was truly a once in a lifetime adventure. We sailed the Caribbean, ate outstanding food, took
great excursions, saw the flamingos, salt flats, and learned how spices are harvested. But truly nothing
compared to having a butler……. if only for 14 days!
Happy travels!
Linda Lesh
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Spring Retreat
At

Sign of The Arrow
Sunday, April 22, 2018
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Please note we are currently sold out for this event. If you
would like to be put on a waiting list, please call:
Nancy Feldman 314.541.4170
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Sign of the Arrow News
We are back from the TNNA Needlepoint Market with many new items.
New to the market are square leather coasters and luggage tags that come in red, lime, navy and black. Great
for monograms, school logos, or a picture of your choice and all would make wonderful graduation, shower
and wedding gifts.
We are fully stocked with Accoutrements needle and bead cases in your choice of color and design.
Carol Lake’s book “Just in the Nick of Time” gives descriptions, thread suggestions and information about
each stitch diagrammed.
We brought back many new canvases that are adorning our walls - Wellie Boots and Flowers by Alice
Peterson, Michelle Somerville’s black and white graphic vases, The White Owl and stitch guide by Susie
Valerie, the crazy sledding bears by the Meredith Collection, and of course, The Grinch !
Trunk Shows Always 20% off on in stock and special orders for Trunk Shows.
March- Lani
April-Pepperberry Designs
May-Kirk and Bradley
Do not forget to check out our markdown area in the back, which is always changing.
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Newsletter
Judy Lewis
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2nd Vice President-Membership
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(314)504-8784
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Donna Hinden
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Kathryn Nagy
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NEWSLETTER
Needlenotes is published six (6) times a year–September, November, January, March, May, and July. The deadline for copy submission is the third
Wednesday of the preceding month of the publication. Submit copy to Judy Lewis, Newsletter. (See phone number and email address above.)
ADVERTISING RATES
Advertising rates apply to one year of Needlenotes publication of six (6) issues. Rates are $30 for business card, $60 for ¼ page, and $80 for a ½ page.
Submit camera-ready art to the same email address as the newsletter copy listed above.
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